Wildfire

A wildfire is an unplanned fire that burns in a natural area such as a forest,
grassland, or prairie. Wildfires are often caused by human activity or a natural
phenomenon such as lightning, and they can happen at any time or anywhere.

The risk of wildfires increases in extremely dry conditions, such as drought, and
during high winds. Wildfires can disrupt transportation, communications, power
and gas services, and water supply. They also lead to a deterioration of the air
quality, and loss of property, crops, resources, animals and people.

West Midlands fire services saw big rise in summer wildfires

Source: bbc.com, 30 December, 2022

The number of summer wildfires which Shropshire firefighters had to tackle nearly
trebled in 2022.

The county's fire service responded to 138 calls in June, July and August, compared
to 50 in 2021 and 40 in 2020.




It took 53 of those calls in July 2022, when the UK was experiencing record
temperatures, but the peak came in August when it responded to 65 wildfire call s.

Other counties also recorded big increases in the number of calls.

Herefordshire and Worcestershire saw wildfire related calls treble and Warwickshire
firefighters responded to six times the number of calls in 2022, compared to the
previous year.

One of the fires in 2022 involved bales of hay near the Grade Il listed Rowton
Castle in Shropshire

The information was supplied to the Press Association in response to a Freedom of
Information request to England's 44 fire services.

It asked for the number of call outs to wildfires in the summers of 2020, 2021 and
2022.

Fire services across the whole of England dealt with nearly 25,000 wildfires in the
summer of 2022, almost four times that recorded over the same period in 2021.




Summer wildfires increase d fourfold in England in 2022

Source: theguardian.com, 30 December, 2022

England faced four times more wildfires this summer than in same period in 2021,
figures show.

Fire chiefs said their staff were being increasingly challenged by the extreme weather
caused by climate breakdown after an extremely hot and dry June, July and August
meant some forces tackled more than 50 wildfires a day during the heatwaves.
Drought was also declared in many areas and temperatures reach a recordbreaking
40C.
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The aftermath of a fire in Hedgerley, Buckinghamshire, on 13 August 2022.

According to data obtained by PA Media under freedom of information requests,
fire services recorded at least 24,316 wildfires in England from June to August. This
is almost four times the 6,213 in the equivalent period in 2021, and about two and a
half times the 9,369 for June to August 2020.

On the hottest day of the year, 19 July, more than 800 wildfires were recorded as
temperatures rose above 40C in the UK for the first time, peaking at 40.3C at
Coningsby in Lincolnshire. There were also many fires in mid -August, with 600
recorded each day from 11 to 14 August as temperatures reached the mid30s.




The hot weather in 2022 meant that it waslikely to be the warmest year on record for
the UK, the Met Office said on Wednesday. Meteorologists said this was likely to be
a consequence of climate breakdown.

London suffered a higher-than-average number of wildfires, with firefighters
putting out 2,639 from June to August, nearly five times the number for summer
2021 and almost twice the figure for 2020.

A London Fire Brigade spokesperson said:

very difficult conditions to protect Londoners during the intense hea twave this
summer and their heroic actions meant no lives were lost.

0The grass fires are an example of how we

extremes of weather as our climate changes. We must adapt to this change and are
constantly looking at d eveloping our equipment and procedures to meet all the new
chall enges that we face. 0

The north-east of England also faced a large number of wildfires. Cleveland Fire
Brigade recorded 1,134 this summer, more than six times the number in 2021 and
2020.

Robin Turnbull, the area manager for prevention, protection and engagement, said
record-br eaki ng temperatures osignificantly

and spreading, particularly in grassed and

0As a resul t, t h e soebe imaediblytdangeroysp dawsing hugel
di sruption to | ocal communities, 6 he sai
took up the precious time of firefighters and control room staff who may have been

needed for other serious incidents. 6

Hampshire also recorded a sharp jump in incidents this summer, with 958 wildfires,
five times the number for 2021 and nearly double the figure from 2020.

November wildfires putting strain on state resources

Source: king5.com, 19 November, 2022

SEATTLEf The handful of wildfires in western Washington this late in the year are
highly uncommon, according to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR).

0 Fi r e s -Novembeniindhis part of the country are pretty unusual,” said Dave
Peterson, a Professor of Forest Rilogy at the University of Washington.
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Peterson said fires we've seen like, the Chinook that started this past week, are
fueled by the current dry weather pattern hitting the state, creating the perfect
conditions for fires to start.

"We have relatively strong east winds so that wind is blowing across the land and
helps to dry out those fuels whereas if we had a kind of normal westerly wind
coming off the ocean, it would be much wetter in," said Peterson.

According to data from DNR, these are the first fires on record to start in western
Washington in November. There are a few that started in November in eastern
Washington.

One was the "Camp Fire, 6 which started on
"Milepost 20" fire that started on October 29, 2019

"Our gener al winter rain pattern has been
rain people have received across western Washington has been quite variable, and

so in this case | think we probably have vegetation drying out in areas that have not

had as much rain as others."

Peterson said fire seasons going forward will be extended due to climate change.

"So, time will tell, but I think within the next couple of decades we may see that
signal start to occur,” said Peterson.




Arctic wildfires releasing more CO2 than ever: Study

Source: hindustantimes.com , 4 November, 2022

Global warming is responsible for bigger and bigger fires in Siberia, and in the
decades ahead they could release huge amounts of carbon now trapped in the soil,
says a report out Thursday.

A view shows burning trees, as wildfires continue to spread in Europe.

Researchers fear a threshold might soon be crossed, beyond which small changes in
temperature could lead to an exponential increase in area burned in that region.

In 2019 and 2020, fires in this remote part of the world destroyed a surface area
equivalent to nearly half of that which burned in the previous 40 years, said this
study, which was published in the journal Science.

These recent fires themselves have spewed some 150 ition tonnes of carbon into
the atmosphere, the scientists estimate, contributing to global warming in what
researchers call a feedback loop.

The area above the Arctic circle heats up four times faster than the rest of the planet
and oit i s mphliisf i cclaitmatne wehi ch causes abno
Gaveau, one of the authors of this study, told AFP.




Researchers concentrated on an area five and a half times the size of France and with
satellite pictures observed the surface area burned each yeafrom 1982 to 2020.

In 2020, fire charred more than 2.5 million hectares (6.2 million acres) of land and
released, in CO2 equivalent, as much as that emitted by Spain in one year, the
scientists concluded.

That year, summer in Siberia was on average threetimes hotter than it was in 1980.
The Russian city of Verkhoyansk hit 38 degrees Celsius in summer, a record for the
Arctic.

The average air temperature in summer, from June to August, surpassed 10 degrees
Celsius only four times in the period under study: in 2001, 2018, 2019 and 2020.
These turned out to be the years with the most fires too.

The team fears that this threshold at 10 degrees Celsius will be a breaking point that
is surpassed more and more often, said Gaveau.

0The system go e sdfaasmalbirfcreasehbeyord, 10 degrees Celsius
we suddenly see | ots of fires,éd he said.

Source of permafrost

Arctic soils store huge amounts of organic carbon, much of it in peatlands. This is
often frozen or marshy, but climate warming thaws and dries p eatland soil, making
large Arctic fires more likely.

Fire damages frozen soil called permafrost, which releases even more carbon. In
some cases it has been trapped in ice for centuries or more.

"This means that carbon sinks are transformed into sources ofcarbon," Gaveau said.

"If there continue to be fires every year, the soil will be in worse and worse
condition. So there will be more and more emissions from this soil, and this is what
is really worrisome."

An elevated amount of CO2 was released in 2020 lut things "could be even more
catastrophic than that in the future," said Gaveau, whose company, TheTreeMap,
studies deforestation and forest fires.

Higher temperatures have a variety of effects: more water vapor in the atmosphere,
which causes more storms and thus more fire-sparking lightning. And vegetation
grows more, providing more fuel for fire, but it also breathes more, which dries
things out.




Different scenarios
Looking ahead to the future, the study analyzed two possible scenarios.

In the first one, nothing is done to fight climate change and temperatures keep rising
steadily. In this case fires of the same gravity as in 2020 may occur every year.

In the second scenario, concentrations of greenhouse gases stabilize and
temperatures level out by the second half of this century. In this case severe fires like
those of 2020 would break out on average every 10 years, said Adria Descals
Ferrando, the main author of the study.

Either way "summers with fires like those of 2020 are going to be more and more
frequent starting in 2050 and beyond," said Gaveau.

Wildfire on Mount Kilimanjaro reignites

Source: newindianexpress.com, 26 October, 2022

TANZANIA: A wildfire that officials  thought was under control on Africa's highest
peak, Mount Kilimanjaro, has reignited, Tanzanian officials said on Tuesday.

The blaze began on Friday evening near the Karanga site used by climbers ascending
the famous peak, at about 4,000 metres (13,000 &) altitude on its south side.

Hard winds helped fan the fire but a team of some 400 people, including students
and volunteers, battled to contain it on Sunday before it lit up in other pockets.




"Fires erupted again last night in three places that were previously under control,”
Eliamani Sedoyeka, permanent secretary at the natural resources and tourism
ministry, told reporters.

"By this afternoon, one area was controlled and efforts are ongoing to contain
others.” So far, no injuries or deaths have beerreported.

Sedoyeka said the blaze wasn't posing a threat to tourists on the mountain, a major
draw for both trekkers and climbers.

"We see good progress in fighting the fires and if the weather does not change, we
will control the situation soon,” he said.

Tanzanian authorities are yet to comment on the extent of the damage. The risk of
catastrophic wildfires is growing around the world as climate change fuels tinder -
dry conditions. Scientists have warned that human-induced climate change is
making extreme weather events, including heatwaves and droughts, more frequent
and intense.

Mount Kilimanjaro, with its snow -capped peak, is known around the world. The
forests surrounding it form part of a national park, and Kilimanjaro National Park is
listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site, in part because many endangered species
live there. The latest blaze at the mountain comes two years after another fire raged
for a week in October 2020 across 95 square kilometres (37 square miles).

Brown sky, smoke columns: Northw est US chokes as wildfire rages,
residents don masks

Source: indiatoday.in , 21 October, 2022

Wildfires in Oregon and Washington are blanketing much of America's Pacific
Northwest with smoke, choking residents in Seattle, Portland and other parts of the
two states with the worst air in the United States, according to government data.

In the Seattle area, home to some 4 million people, the sky was brown and the air
was difficult to breathe on Thursday. When the sun peeked through it was orange.

"It's been making me dizzy," said Joe Dinkins, who was waiting for a friend along
the Elliott Bay waterfront in downtown Seattle Thursday. "I usually walk around a
lot, but I've been having to cut down my exercising and take the bus instead."

The 10 US locations with the worst air quality on Thursday were all in Washington
or Oregon, led by Oakridge, Oregon, 150 miles (240 km) southeast of Portland.




Oakridge's air quality index was 487, in the hazardous category, according to the
federal airnow.gov website.

Seattle, with an air quality index of 207 and Portland, with 204, led large cities on the
list, with air considered to be very unhealthy. To have poor air quality from wildfire
smoke as late in the year as October is unprecedented in Washington, said Susan
Woodward, spokesperson for the Washington State Department of Ecology.

The USA recorded the worst air quality in ten locations after wildfires in Oregon
and Washington.

"It's a column of smoke all the way down to the ground right now," she said. The air
quality in dex measures a combination of ozone and particulate pollution in the air.

In Portland, the air was hazy and people wore N95 face masks outside as they
walked or rode bicycles through town, Harry Esteve, a spokesperson for the Oregon
Department of Environme ntal Quality, said on Thursday. In Oregon, smoke from
numerous fires has been held close to the ground by a weather system, he said.

On Thursday, Oregon expanded an air quality advisory to cover much of the state
including the Portland metro area, urging p eople to stay indoors if possible and use
filtered ventilation systems or air purifiers. Rain expected on Friday throughout the
region was expected to aid firefighting efforts and improve air quality. But Esteve
said that officials working to put out numer ous fires burning in Oregon fear that
extreme dry conditions over the summer have left brush and other fuels for fire so
parched that it would take a lot of moisture to extinguish them. As a result, the




blazes may continue to smolder and create smoke despie the anticipated
precipitation, he said. The federal government's Inciweb wildfire information site
shows more than two dozen wildfires currently burning in Washington and Oregon.
About 10 fires burning within a few hours' drive of Portland have contribu ted to the
smoky air there, officials said earlier this week.

Seattle ranks worst worldwide for air quality, for a second day, due to
‘widespread' wildfire smoke

Source: usatoday.com, 19 October, 2022

Seattle had the worst air quality in the world for the second day in a row Thursday
as the Pacific Northwest air continued to be clogged with smoke from multiple
wildfires in the region.

The air quality in Seattle was ranked worst worldwide on Wednesday, according to
IQAIr, a Swiss air quality technology ¢ ompany that monitors real -time air quality. A
heavy fog of smoke covered the city again Thursday as the air quality index
remained at a "very unhealthy" level for all groups.

’W ‘v s DA o 4(‘ v
' . M I

/ am e B

\

v 3y
. - - S . P |
PPY :

Portland, Oregon, and Vancouver, British Columbia, have also ranked among the




world's worst locations for air quality over the past two days, alongside cities in
Pakistan, China and India. By Thursday afternoon, Portland was the second worst in
the world, according to IQAIr.

"Thereds widespread smoke t h atée somweetiing,"eDevb e e n
McMillian, a National Weather Service meteorologist, told USA TODAY on
Wednesday.

The weather service and the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency both warned residents
in the Seattle area of diminished air quality due to wildfire smoke that is forecast to
remain problematic into Friday. The agencies advised people to limit outdoor
exposure and keep indoor air clean by closing windows and doors.

Multiple cities in Oregon, including the Portland metropolitan areaand south to
Eugene, were also conending with air quality in the unhealthy to unhealthy for
sensitive groups range, according to IQAir.

Nine fires were burning in Washington state and Oregon before the NWS issued a
red flag warning for critical fire conditions last weekend. The Nakia Creek Fire in
southwest Washington exploded in size on Sunday, engulfing the region with
smoky air.

Unhealthy air quality and exposure to wildfire smoke puts sensitive groups at risk,
including outdoor workers, pregnant people, people with heart and lung diseas e
and those over the ages of 65 or under the age of 18, according to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.

Conditions were expected to improve late Thursday due to rainfall and cooler
temperatures, McMillian said.

"We're gonna see a first decent shot 6 rain since early June this year and much
cooler temperatures,” McMillian said. "We're gonna see values, | believe, on Friday,
around 60 before falling to the 50s for the remainder of the weekend."

Canadian wildfires spark evacuations, air quality warning s in British
Columbia

Source: indiatoday.in , 13 September, 2022

Growing wildfires in Canada's westernmost province British Columbia prompted air
quality warnings and evacuation orders on Monday, including the evacuation of a
camp housing workers for the Trans Mountain oil pipeline expansion project.




There are 193 active wildfires currently burning in B.C., including the Flood Falls fire
in the south of the province and Battleship Mountain blaze in the northeast, which
together have forced around 1,000 people to leave their homes.

In Vancouver, B.C.'s largest city, Environment Canada extended an air quality
warning because of high concentrations of fine particulate matter caused by wildfire
smoke, some of which was being blown north from the United States.

On Sunday Vancouver had the worst air quality in the world, according to the
World Air Quality Index.

Trans Mountain Corp, owned by the Canadian government, said its 350-person
Omahil Camp in Laidlaw, southern B.C., was safely evacuated.

The crew aboard a helicopter flies over orange smoke rising from a burning forest
during a wildfire in Battleship Mountain, British Columbia, Canada.

"Construction activities in Spread 5B (the Coquihalla to Hope section) continue
where it is safe to do so and plans will adjust based on prevailing conditions and
safety,” the company said in a statement. There has been no impact on operations of
the existing 300,000 barrel per day Trans Mountain pipeline, which ships crude from
Alberta’s oil sands to the B.C. coast

The C$21.4 billion ($16.50 billion) expansion project will nearly triple the capacity of
the pipeline but has been beset by ballooning costs and lengthy delays.




Wildfire Spreads In California, Thousands Told To Evacuate: Report

Source: ndtv.com, 3 September, 2022

Los Angeles: Thousands of people were ordered to evacuate their homes in northern
California on Friday as a wildfire spread rapidly across more than 1,000 acres in
extremely hot conditions.

Scientists say global warming is making natural weather variations more extreme.

Footage from a local ABC affiliate news channel showed several buildings ablaze in
the so-called Mill Fire, which the Siskiyou county fire department warned was
growing at a "dangerous rate of spread."” Towns including Wee d, Lake Shastina and
Edgewood were placed under mandatory evacuation orders, children from a local
high school were bussed to safety, and a large animal and livestock evacuation
shelter was set up.

"Immediate threat to life. This is a lawful order to leave now. The area is lawfully
closed to public access," said the evacuation order.The inferno came as California
and parts of Nevada and Arizona broiled under another day of blistering
temperatures.




A stubborn bubble of high pressure sitting over the region has sent the mercury
soaring, with temperatures above 100 degrees Fahrenheit (38 Celsius) in many
regions.

"September is off to a searing start in the West with record breaking temperatures
and fire weather expected to expand and settle over that part of the country this
Labor Day weekend," wrote the National Weather Service in its daily bulletin.
Siskiyou is part of a largely forested and relatively less populous region of northern
California that has been hit badly by wildfires in recent years.

In 2014, nore than 150 buildings were destroyed in the town of Weed -- which has a
population of nearly 3,000 people -- by the Boles fire. Scientists say global warming,
which is being driven chiefly by the unchecked burning of fossil fuels, is making
natural weather variations more extreme. A persistent drought lasting more than
two decades has also left much of the American West baked and tinder dry, leaving
it vulnerable to hotter, faster and more destructive wildfires.

Forest fires in Russia burn over 100,000 hectares in 3 days

Source: businessinsider.in , 25 August, 2022

Forest fires in Russia continued to spread and have consumed nearly 110,000
hectares of land in just three days up to Thursday. A report by the state-run TASS
news agency said that a total of 126 forest fires were recorded, and the area affected
by wildfires increased by 8,000 hectares during the past three days.

The Far East region's Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) is the worst hit area, where about




75,000 hectares of forest were engulfed by fire Xinhua news agency quoted the
report as saying.

The Republics of Komi and Ryazan and the Nizhny Novgorod Oblast in western
Russia have also suffered wildfires.

Smoke from forest fires has recently reached the capital Moscow, limiting visibility
in the city.

Speaking during a meeting with regional officials on Wednesday, President
Vladimir Putin said there was a risk that forest fires could worsen in the European
part of Russia and its Far East.

According to TASS, the country has mobilised over 5,000 peoplke to extinguish the
fires.

Firefighters combat major wildfire blaze in France

Source: newindianexpress.com, 11 August, 2022

PARIS: Officials warned Thursday that flare -ups could cause a massive wildfire to
further spread in France's parched southwest, the site of the most intense blazes that
have blackened swaths of the country this week.

Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne was to meet with authorities battling the Landiras
fire south of Bordeaux, and further reinforcements are expected for the 1,100
firefighters on site, the prefecture of the Gironde department said.

France has been buffeted this summer by the historic drought that has forced water-
use restrictions nationwide, as well as a series of heatwaves that experts say are
being driven by clima te change.

"Conditions are particularly difficult: the vegetation and soil are exceptionally dry,"
the prefecture said in a statement, warning that extreme dry heat is likely until at
least Sunday.

"There is a very serious risk of new outbreaks." Temperatures in the region could top
40 Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) on Thursday, weather forecasters predicted.

The Landiras blaze erupted in July -- the driest month seen in France since 1961-
destroying 14,000 hectares and forcing thousands of people to evacuate bfore it was
contained.
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Firefighters tackling a blaze near Saint -Magne, south of Bordeaux, southwestern
France.

But it continued to smoulder in the tinder -dry pine forests and peat-rich soil, and
officials suspect arson may have played a role in the latest flare-up, which has
burned 6,800 hectares (17,000 acres) since Tuesday.

Currently, eight major wildfires are raging in France and Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin, who was also heading to meet Gironde officials Thursday, said Sweden
and Italy were sending fire -fighting aircraft to help.

President Emmanuel Macron added on Twitter that Germany, Greece, Poland,
Romania and Austria are also providing help.

"Across the country, over 10,000 firefighters and security forces are mobilised against
the flames... These soldiers of fire are our heroes," he said.

‘Battled all night'

"You'd think we're in California, it's gigantic... And they're used to forest fires here
but we're being overwhelmed on all sides -- nobody could have expected this,"
Remy Lahay, a firefighter deployed near Hostens in the Landes de Gascogne natural
park, told AFP.




On several nearby houses, people hung out white sheets saying "Thank you for
saving our homes" and other messages of support for the weary fire battalions.

"We battled all night to stop the fire from spreading, notably to defend the village of
Belin-Beliet," Lieutenant Colonel Arnaud Mendousse of the Gironde fire and rescue
service told journalists in Hostens.

Seventeen homes have been destroyed or damaged since Tuesday, and neg 10,000
people evacuated, but no further orders to leave the area are expected "for the time
being", Mendousse said.

Acrid smoke has spread across much of the southwestern Atlantic coast and its
beaches that draw huge crowds of tourists each summer, with the regional ARS
health agency "strongly" urging people to wear protective face masks.

The smoke also forced the closing of the A63 motorway, a major artery toward
Spain, between Bordeaux and Bayonne.

More than 1,000 firefighters were struggling on Thurs day to contain a major wildfire
which has burned a large area of pine forest in southwestern France, in a region that
was already ravaged by flames last month.

Local authorities said more than 68 square kilometres have burned since Tuesday in
the Gironde region and neighbouring Landes as France, like other European
countries, swelters through a hot and dry summer.

Temperatures were expected to reach 40 degrees Celsius on Thursday in the region.
The blaze forced the evacuation of about 10,000 people and desbyed at least 16
houses.

Photos released by firefighters showed flames raging through pine forests overnight,
sending clouds of smoke in the air and illuminating the sky with intense orange
light.

Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne and Interior Minister Geral d Darmanin were due to
visit the evacuated small town of Hostens on Thursday to meet with firefighters,
rescuers, local officials and volunteers. Darmanin said that nine aircraft and two
helicopters have been mobilised to fight the blaze.

The Gironde region was hit last month by major wildfires that forced the evacuation
of more than 39,000 people, including residents and tourists.

France is this week in the midst of its fourth heat wave of the year as the country
faces what the government warned is its worst drought on record.




Wildfires: Firefighters battle blazes in Germany and Czechia

Source: hindustantimes.com , 26 July, 2022

Hundreds of firefighters were battling wildfires in eastern Germany and
neighboring Czechia on Tuesday as tourist regions and residential areas were being
evacuated.

A large wildfire was spreading quickly in the eastern German state of Brandenburg

in a region with lots of bone -dry pine forests where firefighters have to be especially
careful because of ol d Worl d War I ammuni tion
news agency dpa reported.

A massive wildfire was spreading in the eastern German state of Brandenburg in
a region with lots of bone -dry pine forests where firefighters have to be especi ally
careful because of old World War I I ammuni

The large fire in the Elbe-Elster district has already destroyed an area of about 850
hectares and continued to spread quickly because of gusty winds blowing from
changing directions.

Seven firefighters were injured, four of whom had to be treated in a hospital for
smoke inhalation. No residents were injured, but a pig breeding farm burned down
and several animals died.
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The stateds explosive or dn aedasmalidres pearshe | S
village of Rehfeld as a site where old ammunition could be buried, deputy forest fire
protection officer Philipp Haase told dpa. Two German military firefighting
helicopters were on site trying to extinguish the flames from the air because
firefighters were not allowed to access the area for fear that the ammunition could
explode.

Authorities said it was not clear when the fire could be brought under control. More
than 350 firefighters were battling the flames and around 300 people from various
villages had to be evacuated.

0The sitwuation is stildl serious. We still
Steffen Ludewig told dpa.

Further southeast, firefighters from several countries have joined forces to battle a
fire in a national park in northern Czech Republic that has spread to the state of
Saxony in neighboring Germany.

The fire in the Bohemian Switzerland park broke out on Sunday and was mostly
contained before windy weather caused it to spread again on Monday afterno on and
overnight. Firefighters said some 30 hectares have been affected in the park and
more across the border in Germany.

No injuries have been reported.

Some 80 people have been evacuated from the border town of Hrensko, and more
from the village of Mezn a, where the flames have destroyed or damaged several
homes, firefighters spokesman Lukas Marvan said. Dozens of German children were
evacuated from a summer camp on the Czech side of the border and transported
back to Germany.

Czech Prime Minister Petr Fiala and Interior Minister Vit Rakusan were visiting the
area on Tuesday. Rakusan said some 400 firefighters have been in action and the
blaze was not under control by midday Tuesday.

"The sitwuation is very serious, 6 Rangu s an
countries had responded to the Czech Republic's call for help to extinguish the fire.

Poland and Slovakia said they were sending helicopters while Italy offered special
Canadair planes designed for firefighting.

The German military announced it would send four helicopters to the border region
to help fight the flames, dpa reported. The Czech Hydrometeorological Institute said
the smoke has spread 100 or more kilometers (60 miles or more) from the fire.
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California wildfire rages as US engulfed in heat wave

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com , 26 July, 2022

A California wildfire ripped through thousands of acres after sparking a day earlier,
as millions of Americans sweltered through scorching heat with already record -
setting temperatures due to climb.

The heat wave encompassing multiple regions has increased the risk of blazes, such
as the major Oak Fire, which broke out Friday in California near Yosemite National
Park, where giant sequoias have already been threatened by flames in recent days.

A firefighter sprays water while battling the Oak Fire in Mariposa County,
California on Saturday.

The fire -- described as "explosive" by officials -- grew from about 600 acres to some
9,500 (3,800 hectares) within 24 hours. Concentrated in Mariposa County, i has
already destroyed ten properties and damaged five others, with thousands more

threatened.

The blaze left ashes, gutted vehicles and twisted remains of properties in its wake,
as emergency personnel worked to evacuate residents and protect structuresin its




