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       EDITORIAL  

Unwanted compounds in the air disrupt the atmosphereƝs normality and       

welfare, as well as those of living creatures. Any physical, chemical or              
biological disturbance to the air might be considered air pollution. When we 

think of air pollution, mostly we think about damage to humans. We often tend 

to forget the eȇect of Air Pollution on Plants and Animals. WeƝve come to       
realize how badly it aȇects people and how we can try to prevent it. But what 

we donƝt often consider is how it can aȇect our pets. 

TheyƝre similar to us in a lot of ways. Humans can deal with respiratory issues 

and cardiovascular issues as a consequence of air pollution, and those are       
issues that itƝs possible for animals to face too. ItƝs only recently that scientists 

have started to consider how air pollution in our homes could be harmful to 

our pets. In this document IITM-EIACP tried to highlight this issue. 

Dr. B.S.Murthy 
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Air pollution is a range of airborne pollutants that are harmful to humans,       

animals, plants and the environment. Pollutants can take many forms              

including chemicals, gases, solid particles or liquid droplets.  

AIR POLLUTION  

Air pollution comes from a variety of sources including both human -made        

pollutants and natural sources. Not surprisingly, air pollution is more prevalent in 

urban areas because the emissions from various sources are more concentrated. 

This may not apply during seasons when wildfires are more prevalent and smoke 

can span large swaths of the atmosphere.  

Similarly, many types of indoor air pollution that comes from various sources also 

pose health risks. Some sources of indoor air pollution are natural such as radon 

gas which is released by the Earth and can build up in homes. Other common 

pollutants found indoors are due to insulation, mold, or smoking. Needless to say, 

it would be difficult to completely avoid exposure to air pollution. However,       

efforts can be made to reduce the harm caused by air pollution.  

Most people are aware that pollution, in general, is not healthy. Bad air quality 

can cause respiratory damage and creates a greater risk of cardiovascular 

diseases. While many scientific studies show the negative effects on the health 

of humans, there is growing evidence that air pollution is also bad for our pets.  

INTRODUCTION  



{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9Řƛǝƻƴ ς нлно όL±ύ tŀƎŜ bƻΦ лн 

NATURAL CAUSES OF  

AIR POLLUTION  

Air pollution isnõt always caused by human activity. Some natural disasters 

can contribute to releasing pollutants into the air.  

 

1.    Wildfires 

Wildfires contribute to air pollution and damage the environment. Smoke 

from wildfires can travel thousands of miles, causing poor air quality even in 

the regions that arenõt directly affected.  

2.    Volcano Eruptions 

When a volcano erupts, it sends huge ash plumes, carbon dioxide, and sulfur 

dioxide into the air. This can cause respiratory problems in all living things,     

including animals. Not to mention, volcano eruptions can lead to               

vegetation, surface water, and groundwater contamination.  

3.    Decay of Rocks and Soil 

As rocks and soil enter the decaying state, they release pollutants into the air. 

These pollutants can include dust, chemicals, and other harmful particles. In 

this case, pollution harms animals living in caves or other underground      

habitats, as they constantly breathe in polluted air.  


